Issues in the treatment of metastatic breast cancer.
To provide a discussion of the treatment of metastatic breast cancer, nursing interventions, and quality of life issues for women with advanced breast cancer. Journal articles and internet web sites. Advances in the discovery of new chemotherapeutic regimens, monoclonal antibodies, and bisphosphonates have offered more options for the treatment of metastatic breast cancer. Treatment is aimed at improving survival while maintaining quality of life. Nurses can use this information to educate patients about their cancer treatment. It provides nurses with strategies for management of treatment side effects and will enhance their understanding of quality of life issues for women with metastatic breast cancer.